Stereoselective Synthesis of the ABC Ring System of Aspterpenacids.
Aspterpenacids A and B are sesterterpenoids that possess a unique and highly congested 5/3/7/6/5 fused ring system. These compounds also contain a sterically encumbered isopropyl trans-hydrindane motif and a cyclopropane motif bearing two quaternary centers, which make them remarkably challenging synthetic targets. Herein, we report the successful construction of the key highly substituted ABC ring system in a stereoselective manner.